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Tournament Guidelines

Aim
The aim of the Competition is to inspire a generation of girls to pick up a bat and ball and to provide girls at cricket clubs with an opportunity to participate in a fun, introduction to cricket and to encourage fair play by all.

Eligibility
The U11 & U13 Girls Club Soft Ball Competition is open to all County Cricket Board affiliated clubs throughout England and Wales. 
This Girls only Competition is open to girls in Under 11 and Under 13 club teams. 
Rules
There will be one set of rules for each Competition as detailed in the appendix 1 & 2 of this document. 
Format
The Soft Ball Tournament will consist of two competitions; U11 and U13.
Each County Board shall organise their own competitions to determine a winner (in each age category) and it’s recommended that these competitions should conclude by Sunday 1st September 2019 however this is not mandatory as there are no regional or national finals this year. 
If Counties wish for further informal competition the ECB will supply the contact details of neighbouring Counties in order for this to be facilitated.

Funding 
Funding for the entire tournament will be provided once again by the generous sponsorship of the Lady Taverners and England and Wales Cricket Board.

The system for allocating funding to counties has been brought into line with the revised Indicative Fixed Fee Payments System as specified in the Memorandum of Understanding between the ECB and the Recreational Assembly in 2011.  Payments will be made to your CCB in October of the competition year and will be based on the overall number of teams that enter your County Competition. 
Lady Taverners
The relationship between ECB and Lady Taverners has developed over a 16-year period and in 2019 all fixtures, results and press releases will continue to be uploaded to the Lady Taverners web site - http://www.lordstaverners.org/girls-cricket 
Equipment
At all levels of the Tournament the use of standard cricket equipment is mandatory with the exception of pads.
Wooden bats may be used.  The type of ball used throughout all stages of the tournament must be a pink junior size incrediball.  Do not use any other soft ball. 
Trophies, Medals & Certificates
These will be provided by the ECB
[image: image3.jpg]LADY TAVERNERS

Giving young people a sporting chance




[image: image4.jpg]LADY TAVERNERS

Giving young people a sporting chance





THE LADY TAVERNERS U11 GIRLS SOFT BALL CLUB COMPETITION – RULES

1. TITLE

1.1. The title of the Competition shall be the Lady Taverners U11 Girls Soft Ball Club Competition, known as LTCU11

2. MANAGEMENT

2.1. The control of the Competition shall be undertaken by the ECB 

2.2. All decisions relating to these rules or to matches played in the Competition shall be final and binding on all concerned.

3. COMPETITION STRUCTURE

3.1. COUNTY COMPETITIONS
3.1.1. The County Board shall organise their own competition to determine a winner. 

3.1.2. County Competitions are recommended to be completed by Sunday 1st September 2019
4. ELIGIBILITY

4.1. The Competition shall be open to all clubs, which are affiliated to the ECB through their County Cricket Board. 

4.2. Clubs shall enter the county competition in which they are primary affiliated (as per the ECB cricketing county boundaries as currently defined). 

4.3. If a club wishes to enter the competition of another county for reasons of easier travel or historical precedent, or because their County Cricket Board does not enter the Competition, ECB should be notified. 

4.4. A club may enter one or more teams but rule 5 will apply insofar as each team will be considered a separate club.  

5. QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS

5.1. A player may represent a club in the competition if they are Under 11 years of age at midnight on 31st August prior to the season of the Competition.

5.2. Players may play for only one team in this Competition in any one season.  

5.3. Each team may have a squad of up to 10 players with only 8 players taking part in each match during each festival event.
6. CRICKET BALLS

6.1. For county competitions, the County Cricket Board shall be responsible for providing a pink junior size incrediball.
7. UMPIRES & SCORERS

7.1. For county competitions, the County Cricket Board will be responsible for managing the competition.
7.2. Recommended that Play-Cricket Scorer app is used, free digital scoring via mobile or tablet devices, an easy way to score recreational cricket and to encourage new scorers.
PLAYING CONDITIONS

8. PITCH                       
8.1. Two sets of wickets, the length of the pitch will be 17 yards for U11’s.
8.2. The boundary will be a maximum of 35 metres either side of the wicket. 
10.
THE START

10.1. The two teams toss a coin to decide which team has the choice of either batting or fielding first. 

11.
THE GAME

11.1. Throughout the tournament each game shall consist of one innings per team, each innings to be agreed depending upon time and space available, (minimum will be 8 overs and maximum would be 16 overs). 

12.
BATTING & SCORING

12.1. The batting side shall be divided into pairs, every pair will bat for an equal amount of overs, 4 pairs will constitute a full innings. 

12.2  All overs MUST be bowled despite the team batting second passing the first innings total 

12.3 Each team starts batting with a score of 200 runs.

12.4
Each time a batter is out, 5 runs are deducted and the other batter of the pair faces the next ball (except run outs where batters will not need to change ends).

12.5 A batter may be out bowled, caught, run out, stumped, hit wicket. 

12.6 There is no LBW law unless the batter deliberately blocks the ball with a leg or foot.

12.7
Runs will be scored in the normal way, as will byes. 2 runs will be awarded to the batting team for each wide ball and no-ball bowled, but no extra ball will be allocated, except in the final over of each innings when, in addition to the 2 runs, an extra ball will be bowled.  

12.8 Score sheets will be provided by the County Cricket Board 

13 BOWLING & FIELDING

13.1. Bowling will take place from one end only.
13.2. In an 8 over innings every player must bowl. In games between 8 – 16 overs every player must bowl but no player may bowl more than 2 overs.
13.3. Bowling should be legal over arm.
13.4 All fielders, including the wicketkeeper, must rotate fielding positions at the end of each over.
13.5 No fielder may field within 10 yards of the wicket, measured from the middle stump except behind the wicket on the off-side.  A fielder may move into the restricted area to make a catch or field a ball provided she was outside the area when the stroke was made.
13.6 ECB Fast Bowling Directives do not apply to this competition.
14. RESULT OF A MATCH 

14.1.
The team with the highest score wins. 
14.2.
A tied game is acceptable.  A tied game is both teams have scored the same amount of runs 
15 RESULT OF A COMPETITION (GROUP STAGES OR LEAGUE FORMAT) 

15.1 If a league format is used 3 points will be awarded for a win, 2 for a tie or 1 for a loss.

15.2
At the end of the league stage, if two or more teams have the same number of points the following shall apply: 

15.1.1 The team that has scored the most runs in total throughout the competition shall be the winner.

15.1.2 Then the team that has lost the fewest wickets in total throughout the competition shall be the winner.
15.1.3 The team that has taken the most wickets in total throughout the competition
shall be the winner
15.1.4 If the above fail to determine a winner then a bowl out will take place. Captains shall nominate before the start of the bowl out which four members of the team shall bowl. All four bowlers will bowl 2 balls each and the team that hits the (2 sets of stumps) wickets the most will be declared the winner.
15.2.5
If still equal then it will be sudden death to decide the winner


16 ORGANISER’S DECISION

16.1 In all matters relating to the competition the organiser’s decision shall be final and binding.

16.2 In the event of bad weather for the County Finals where possible a winner will be determined by a skills challenge. Information will be provided on the day by event organiser. 

For more information on Lady Taverners and the work they do visit http://www.lordstaverners.org
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THE LADY TAVERNERS U13 GIRLS SOFT BALL CLUB COMPETITION – RULES

1. TITLE

1.1 The title of the Competition shall be the Lady Taverners U13 Girls Soft Ball Club Competition, known as LTCU13

2. MANAGEMENT

2.1 The control of the Competition shall be undertaken by the ECB 

2.2 All decisions relating to these rules or to matches played in the Competition shall be final and binding on all concerned.

3 COMPETITION STRUCTURE

3.1 COUNTY COMPETITIONS:
3.1.1 The County Board shall organise their own competition to determine a winner
3.1.2 County Competitions are recommended to be completed by Sunday 1st September 2019.
4 ELIGIBILITY

4.1 The Competition shall be open to all clubs, which are affiliated to the ECB through their County Cricket Board. 

4.2 Clubs shall enter the county competition in which they are primary affiliated (as per the ECB cricketing county boundaries as currently defined). 

4.3 If a club wishes to enter the competition of another county for reasons of easier travel or historical precedent, or because their County Board does not enter the Competition, ECB should be notified. 

4.4 A club may enter one or more teams but rule 5 will apply insofar as each team will be considered a separate club.  

5 QUALIFICATION OF PLAYERS

5.1 A player may represent a club in the competition if they are Under 13 years of age at midnight on 31st August prior to the season of the Competition.

5.2 Players may play for only one team in this Competition in any one season. 
5.3 Each team may have a squad of up to 10 players with only 8 players taking part in each match.
6 CRICKET BALLS

6.1 For county competitions, the County Cricket Board shall be responsible for providing a pink junior size incrediball.
7 UMPIRES & SCORERS

7.1 For county competitions, the County Cricket Board will be responsible for managing the competition.
7.2 Recommended that Play-Cricket Scorer app is used, free digital scoring via mobile or tablet devices, an easy way to score recreational cricket and to encourage new scorers.
 PLAYING CONDITIONS

8 PITCH

9.1.
Two sets of wickets, the length of the pitch will be 19 yards for U13’s.
9.2.
The boundary will be a maximum of 40 metres either side of the wicket.  

9 DURATION 

10.1.
It will be the responsibility of the Competition managers to set the allocated number of overs per match – 8 overs minimum and 16 overs maximum per innings. 
10 PLAYING CONDITIONS:

10.1 Unless stated below normal cricket rules will apply except: 

11.1.1. 
When the team batting second has passed the required score, they must continue to bat until their allocated overs have been completed or all their batters are out. 

11.1.2. 
LBW may only be given if a batter deliberately blocks the ball to prevent it hitting the wicket.
11.1.3 
Batters must change ends at the end of each over.
12 BATTING 

12.1. Batters may run on any ball whether it is hit or not.
12.2. Batters must retire when their total has passed 20 (all runs will count, i.e. a batter is on 16 and hits a 6 they retire on 22) 

12.3. Retired batters can continue their innings if only 1 batter remains. 

12.4. A single batter may remain with the support of a runner – who can be run out.
12.5. The innings will be declared closed when: 

12.5.1 All batters are out.
12.5.2 The allocated number of overs have been bowled by the fielding team.

13. BOWLING

13.1. The wicket keeper will be the only player who cannot bowl.

13.2. All bowlers MUST bowl legal overarm.  Only 6 balls to be bowled in any over, except in the final over.

13.3. 2 runs will be awarded to the batting team for each wide ball and no ball bowled but no extra ball will be allocated, except in the final over of each innings when in addition to the 2 runs an extra ball will be bowled.

13.4. At least 50% of the team must bowl. No bowler may bowl more than 25% of the overs.  

13.5. All bowling to be bowled from one end only.

13.6. ECB Fast Bowling Directives do not apply to this competition.

14. SCORING

14.1. Standard cricket scoring applies except:

14.1.1. All runs scored, batters and extras will be added to the team score 

14.1.2. Add 2 extra runs to the team score for each no ball or wide bowled by the opposing team. 

14.1.3. Extras should not be added to the batters score except no balls where additional runs are scored (example – a no ball is bowled, 2 runs are added to extras, the batter hits it for 4 – this goes on the batters score and the team score – overall team runs scored for this delivery is 6) 
15. RESULT OF A MATCH 

15.1. The team with the highest score wins. 
15.2. A tied game is acceptable.  A tied game is both teams have scored the same amount of runs 
16. RESULT OF A COMPETITION (GROUP STAGES OR LEAGUE FORMAT) 

16.1. If a league format is used 3 points will be awarded for a win, 2 for a tie or 1 for a loss.

16.2. At the end of the league stage, if two or more teams have the same number of points the following shall apply (in order): 

16.2.1. The team that has scored the most runs in total throughout the competition should be the winner.

16.2.2. Then the team that has lost the fewest wickets in total throughout the competition shall be the winner.

16.2.3. Then the team that has taken the most wickets throughout the competition shall be the winner

16.2.4. If the above fail to determine a winner then a bowl out will take place. Captains shall nominate before the start of the bowl out which four members of the team shall bowl. All four bowlers will bowl 2 balls each and the team that hits the wickets the most will be declared the winner. If still equal then It will be sudden death to decide the winner
17. ORGANISER’S DECISION

17.1. In all matters relating to the competition the organiser’s decision shall be final and binding.

17.2. In the event of bad weather for the County Final where possible a winner will be determined by a skills challenge. Information will be provided on the day by event organiser. 

For more information on Lady Taverners and the work they do visit http://www.lordstaverners.org
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